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full and prompt redress, the Sublime Porte recognizes before-
hand in the Imperial Court of Russia the right of considering
such an infraction as an act of hostility, and of immediately
having recourse to reprisals against the Ottoman Empire."28
In 1832, the existence of the Ottoman Empire was threat-
ened by the great revolt of Mehemet Ali, whose troops,
overrunning most of Asiatic Turkey, were threatening the
Straits. Again, as in the Napoleonic crisis, Russia profited.
France was on the side of Mehemet, England declined to
act; and the hard-pressed Sultan was obliged to invite Rus-
sia to come in, with fleet and army, and save him from the
rebels. The results were a Russian fleet and troops for the
defense of Constantinople itself, the passage of the Dar-
danelles by Russian warships, and the establishment of what
amounted to a Russian protectorate over Turkey.
The treaty which embodied these conditions was signed
at Unkiar-Skelessi in i833.29 By it Russia guaranteed the
existence of Turkey, offering the use of Russian arms to
maintain it. The Sultan's quid pro quo was indicated in a
separate, secret clause:
"His Majesty, the Emperor of all the Russias, wishing to
spare the Sublime Ottoman Porte the expense and inconvenience
which might be occasioned by affording substantial aid, will
not ask for that aid if circumstances should place the Sublime
Porte under the obligation of furnishing it. The Sublime
Ottoman Porte, in place of the help which it is bound to
furnish in case of need, according to the principle of reci-
28 This is a most unusual clause, and indicates the extent of Turkey's
helplessness.
For a discussion of the treaty see Phillipson and Buxton, op. clt^
p. 53. Text in Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 166; Martens, Nouvectu
Recueil, Vol. VII, p. 143.
29 Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 230. It was to run for eight years.
Phillipson and Buxton, op. cit., p. 62.